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The Knights in Valletta were vastly tickled by
these goings-on, but also somewhat scandalized,
although they hated the Inquisitor as much as the
Bishop did*
Bishop Gargallo now defied the Inquisition,
but, to his fury, he found that his canons and staff
were more afraid of Rome than they were of his
fierceness* They supported the man who had
been put in the Bishop's place by the Inquisitor*
The Order itself wisely took no part in what
followed, but stood by as an interested and amused
spectator*
The Bishop collected a party of armed men one
Sunday morning and entered the cathedral in
Notabile* Here High Mass was in progress* Having
cut off all means of escape, he snatched up all his
disloyal canons in their gorgeous robes, tied them to
the tails of horses, and dragged them off to deep,
damp dungeons* Here they lingered in durance
vile ; several died, whilst Gargallo took unto him-
self all their property and gave their positions to
friends of his own* He thereupon, in wrath and
gloom, left Malta before the outraged Pope could
lay hands on him* A grand old militant cockerel,
he died in peace at a ripe old age, but to the very
end his imperious will never bent*
When stepping lightly in the side-chapels, or
avoiding the great pillars, you suddenly come upon